Ofimes

A publication of Attic-Static, Frankly Speaking and Flash-Talk

Vol. 2. No. 1

Spring 1987

FAST Returns

On Tuesday, March 10th, at approxi-
mately 3:00 p.m. two-thirds of the FAST
Network went offline when Attic-Static
and Flash-Talk were taken down by
thier respective owners, Dave and Jim.

We're happy to announce that the
entire FAST Network is back up and
operating, and because many of you
have asked why service was
(temporarily) discontinued at Attic-
Static and Fash-Talk, were taking this
opportunity to let everyone know the
reasons behind the decision.

A message from
Jim Schoft, Aash
Sysop, Aash-Talk

“D-Dial is...a place where friends can
come to talk, fo joke around or to have
serious conversations.

D-Dial is..a place to meet a wide
range of people of all types and age
groups, a place where you can
continually make new friends.

D-Dial is..a place to get together,
make plans, do things...

D-Dial is..a place to have FUNIII”

That’s what | THOUGHT D-Dial was,
until recently. Then | started thinking it
over, and as | thought, | became more
and more discouraged.

And what did | see that discouraged
me?

"Rumor has it that this D-Dial is
running anti-privacy mods.”
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The above statement says it CLEARLY,
“RUMOR.” RUMOR is what it is, and there
is NO truth to the rumor, whatsoever. D-
Dial Sysops CAN NOT and DO NOT
WANT TO read private messages or E-
Mail. In fact, there is MORE privacy on a
D-Dial than on the average BBS!

In all faimess, | know that most of the
users that | had as password holders at
the time | “pulled the plug” on my
machine were NOT the ones saying this,
but | just mention it here as one of the
factors that led me to feel that perhaps
it was time to say goodbye to D-Dial, at
least as a Station Owner.

But there were other factors as well.
Other things that discouraged me.

“Ten dollars a month fora password??
What a ripofflll”

“You're just on a power trip, that'swhy
you own the station!”

Not many people realize that the
actual cost involved in setting up a D-
Dial statfion is approximately $3,000.
That's for one single station. | just set up
an additional link station, and so |,
personally, have invested over $4,000 to
provide D-Dial for my users.

Contrary to what some people may
think, D-Dial is NOT a way to "make a
quick buck.” D-Dial Sysops are NOT rich
(Crazy, maybe!)

As your Sysop, I've been put on the
line time and time again by electronic
hoodlums who've threatened my
password holders. I've always taken my
user's part in these confrontations, and
as a result have often became the
target of the wise-guys hostility, myself.

I've experienced every kind of threat
imaginable, as a result of coming to the
aid of Hash-Talk password holders.
Everything from threats of bodily harm,
threats of having my phonelines dis-
connected, my credit ruined, my family
hamed. You name it, I've heard it.

| have always protected the people
on my system from disruptive callers,
and | certainly WILL contfinue to do so.
But if this is what's known as a “Power
Trip.” taking this kind of harassment, all |
can say is, “Stop the D-Dial, lwanna get
offt”

And as far as “getting rich quick”...

If | were out to get rich quick, let me
tell you, D-Dial is the LAST place I'd
invest my money. I've had my stationup
for just over a year now, and the way |
figure it, I'm looking at two more years of
operation before my initial investment
will be paid back to my bank account.
That HARDLY constitutes “getting rich

(Continued on Page 6)

FAST Network Expands

New link station provides a home
base for Flash-Talk, Aftic-Static and
Frankly Speaking.

The new linking station is located in
Bloomfield, at the home of Flash, and
provides more call-in lines for all pass-
word holders on the net, as fewer lines
are taken from each station to create
the FAST Network.

As of this writing, there are no further
plans to expand the net, but plans are
being made to provide a spring and
summer filled with parties, frips and
events for all members of the net.

Frankly Speaking
changes location

Frankly Speaking has changed its
location, and is now in Wayne, N.J. The
“new” Frankly Speaking has afull seven
lines, and accepts the same passwords
that were valid on the D-Dial at its
original location.

The new number is

(201) 633-0569

The new mailing address is Post
Office Box 1594, Wayne, New Jersey
07474.

See ya online!



(%Sl‘ Cfimes staff:

Frank Cahill, editor
Barbara Nathan, Asst. Editor

Barbara Zampino,
Public Relations

David Modoski, Contributor

Jim Schott, Contributor
We welcome letters or comments. Send all
corespondence for FAST TIMES to:

FAST Network

Post Office Box 1594
Wayne, N.J. 07474-1594

Diversi-Dial™
©DSR, Inc., 1985

Sast Network

Head Co-Sysop: Barb (#005)

Aftic-Sidatic
Sysop: Attic Master

Flash-Talk
Sysop: Flash

Frankly Speaking

Sysop: Frank

Attic-Static

654-1680
Flash-Talk

743-4850
Frankly Speaking
633-0569

______ ———————————

SO A b )

3 PLAYS

(75¢ Maximum Value)
Valid thru 6/30/87
Limit 1 coupon per family.
Not Valid with other
coupons or offers.

Wayne Hills Mall Willowbrook Mall

Opposite McDonald's Next to Sears
Wayne, N.J. Wayne, NJ.
696-3585 785-0830 |

r-—————-——————-—-

-——--—-—-——---—--‘

PAGE 2

To /V or not fo /V

Who gefs time, and why...

By Barbara Nathan

Most everyone who is a D-Dial
password holder started their career
on D-Dial as a guest; and, as a non
password holder was granted either
by a friendly co-sysop or by a station
owner.

This time, of course, was conferred
by the station owner or co-sysop by
means of a three stroke command,
“/N#' where “#° reflects the slot
number that the newcomer is using
for this visit. My own time on D-Dial as
a non-password holder was short. |
found D-Dial at the time station #17
opened. At that time the station was
brand new, and like all D-Dial stations,
the sysop offered the first month of
service at his station for free. Therefore,
within one or two visits | had a
password.

Since that time, just a little overyear
ago, it's been my pleasure to be a
memeber and a working co-sysop on
a number of D-Dial stations, including
station #1, the station of Bill Basham,
inventor of D-Dial.

I've conferred that “/V* on many
many people, many times and of
course, I've come up with afew of my
own guidelines - general rules of
thumb | use, in deciding who to give
time to, and when.

First in line for a “/V", of course, isthe
new user. When | see someone new
onlines, | try to give him or her a few
basic instructions, not enough to
confuse the newcomer, but enough
to get them to the point where they're
inside typing with the rest of the
group, handle in place. While | do tell
them that D-Dial is a “user-supported”
system, | invite them to visit with us for
a few days before deciding if they
want to become a password holder.

A new user, of course, is the life
blood of D-Dial, and it's important for
all stations to have friendly, helpful co-
sysops on duty at peak hours to help
the newcomer settle in.

Next in line for time are the friends
from far away. These are people who
have passwords at other stations, who
from time to time stop by to say hello. |

know when | occasionally travel to
stations where | dont have an
account and | am greeted by a
friendly station owner or co-sysop, the
wam welcome that they give me,
and the few minutes time online that |
am granted go a long way in terms of
my impression of the station. Many
times | retun the favor, recom-
mending that station as a “nice
place to be”, when | run into callers
online that come from the area code
of the station where | was given a
wam welcome.

The next group of people to be
considered for gratis time online are
the “fillers”, or “unpaid entertainers”.
These are the “faces” we see hanging
around local D-Dial stations week
after week, steadfastly refusing to
invest the few dollars monthly that
would get them a password. One of
the secrets of a successful D-Dial
station is the healthy “bouncing
scroll” that's the result of having
enough people online at any given
time. During slack hours when the
station isn't filled by password holders,
| often grant time to keep these “filler”
people, simply to keep things rolling.

And of course, as a co-sysop, it's a
good idea to check in with your
station owner and ask him if there’s
anyone, any handle you should look
for (perhaps a friend or relative), who
your station owner might want time
granted to. This applies to password
holders as well. Many times online I'll
get a private note from one of our
people, teling me to look out for a
fiend of theirs..and of course I'm
more than happy to extend time to
these newcomers who have been
given our number by D-Dial password
holders.

The way | figure it, we all started our
D-Dial careers as, “the new kid in
town”, and the very best way to
intfroduce people to the system is by
giving them enough time to see what
we're all about.

“Try it, you'll like it”, is a phrase that
comes to mind. And for most of us, it
surely did apply.



Crossword Puzzie Answers

(Answers to Crossword Puzzle which appeared in the Foil 1986 issue)

FAST Combo
Password Package

March marks the second month that

49. Chronos 21. Beach Bum
JLROSS 50, Philip e the FAST Network has made
R 53. Frank 27. Phaxx combination passwords available for
S . 55. Kunch 29. Laura two or all three systems on the network.
11. DJ 98. The Master 30. Cah : The combination password prices
13. InterChat 61. Zair 34. Barkeep are as follows:
62. Poke 35. Firestarter
15. Alleycat 63. Dan 36. Fire
1? ngzyon 64. Bback 39. Ice 1 Station $10.00*
N P 67. Meri 40. Gib 2 Stations  $15.00*
19. Cherokee gg IE"znn 3; &Jesfor 3 Stations  $18.00*
22. Ron 70. Doathbolt 43 Bil
%2' Ej'g 71. SiverEagle 45, Link Information on where and how to
S S DOWN 48. BRB send for the combination package is
28. The Fly g Angler g; : Erl\ere& on the order from on the back page
31. Not Now Suzy g OROZZdVS B of this newsletter. :
gg E‘SSh &AT 54 Red The combination password
e 19 7. Don Johnson 56. Rehi package has met with great success
34. Breaker o 10hG Cluinc: 57 Hel :
36. Fox 10 Kiﬁgn 4 28 Trgge so far. Having a password on all three
37. Amy 12 Juke 50, All Arer stations means almost never having to
g 14, Atfic Master 60, Pockets hear a busy signal!
44 Eroy 18 gﬁ;? 22 glob *A password is good for one full
46. Squeeze 20, Kin DU month from date of purchase.
47. Gib 00
656 Slocum Ave. CONS U LTANTS
Ridgfield, N.J. 07657 o =
656 Slocum Ave.
(201) 941-0105 Ridgefield, N.J. 0105
SPECIALS: (201) 941-0105 %
COMMODORE 64 W/ MODEM,  IBM PGCjr. 128K RAM, SINGLE

AMBER MONITOR 1541 FLOPPY
DRIVE, JOYSTICKS AND 150 DISKS
OF SOFTWARE..... o $250.00

NITOR AN

APPLE — LOWER CASE CHIPS

SAMSUNG AMBER MONITOR (COMPOSITE) BRAND NEW
EPSON FX-80 RIBBONS

REPAIR PLAN:

WE HAVE CERTIFIED ELECTRONIC TECH-
NICIANS ON STAFF TO REPAIR YOUR COMPU-
TER EQUIPMENT “IN HOUSE” OR “ON SITE”
YOUR IBM OR COMPATIBLE COMPUTER

MODEMS:

300/1200 HAYES COMPATIBLE MODEM FOR
IBM XT'S $160.00 WITH SOFTWARE.

IBM COMPATIBLE SYSTEM:

256K RAM CPU (TURBO) - SINGLE FLOPPY
DRIVE, 130 WATT POWER SUPPLY, AT STYLE
KEYBOARD, BASIC TIME MONOCHROME
(GREEN) MONITOR W/SWIVEL ............. $1250.00

FLOPPY DISK DRIVE, AMBER MO-
WIRELESS INFRARED
KEYBOARD: =. '~ 9

ABC IS A SOFTWARE CONSULTING FIRM WHICH IS
GEARED TO FINDING THE NEEDS OF A SPECIFIC
COMPANY AND TO CREATE AN APPLICATION
SOFTWARE PACKAGE TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS. WE
CONDUCT A FEASIBILITY STUDY OF YOUR BUSI-
NESS AND SUGGEST ANY SOFTWARE PACKAGE
WHICH COULD IMPROVE THE EFFICIENCY OF YOUR

‘DAILY BUSINESS ACTIVITIES. WE HAVE PROFES-

SIONALS TRAINED IN A VARIETY OF LANGUAGES
AND PACKAGES SUCH AS BASIC, COBOL, ASSEMBL-
ER, DBASE IlI, R:BASE, PARADOX, AND LOTUS. WE
OFFER TRAINING ON MOST MAJOR SOFTWARE
PACKAGES PRIVATELY OR IN GROUP SESSIONS BY
PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTORS. WE OFFER COM-
PLETE TRAINING ON EVERY SYSTEM WE SELL AND
A 24 HOUR CUSTOMER SUPPORT LINE. WE GIVE A
FREE CONSULTATION TO OUTLINE YOUR NEEDS
AND DEVISE AN APPROPRIATE PACKAGE FOR YOU.
CALL FOR YOUR CONSULTATION TODAY.

ASK FOR JOHN BEGGIATO.

ALL D-DIAL USERS WILL RECEIVEA 15% DISCOUNT WITHA VALIDACCOUNT NUMBER
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FAST Network
Post Office Box 1594
Wayne, N.J. 07474
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